
1 
 

                                                        

 

 

 

The Hammersmith Society 

    Newsletter October 2014 

 

 

 

 
Highmaster’s House, Hammersmith Road. 

 

ST PAUL’S HOTEL, HAMMERSMITH ROAD, W6 

Highmaster’s House was built in 1884 by Alfred Waterhouse, the architect of the Natural History 

Museum, as part of St Paul’s School. Following the move of the school to Barnes in 1961 this fine 

Gothic Revival building was turned into offices. In 1983 it was given Grade II listed status, but it later 

fell into a state of disrepair and had been vacant since 2008.  

The new owners, Perflag Hotels, have meticulously restored it, and opened a luxury 35-bedroom 

boutique hotel with restaurant and bar open to the public, and access provided to neighbouring St 

Paul’s Gardens. 
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EDITORIAL         

Welcome to the October 2014 Newsletter. 

In this issue, in addition to covering planning developments within the borough and our annual 

Environment Awards, our Chairman, Rosemary Pettit, looks at the new Council Administration’s 

manifesto, ‘The Change We Need’, and its implications for development and the planning process. 

Those who attended the Hammersmith Society AGM back in June will recall the address given by our 

President, Prof. Hans Haenlein, on ‘The Need to Create a Sense of Identity and Place’. This is based 

on a letter by architect David Chipperfield to the Guardian, and we regard this concept as sufficiently 

significant and timely to print the letter here. 

My thanks also to the other contributors: Tom Ryland, Melanie Whitlock and Richard Winterton.  Our 

Committee works closely together as a team, pooling information and attending meetings and 

presentations, and my thanks for their help and support. If members would like to find out more about 

furthering the work of the Society, please contact Rosemary Pettit on tel: 020 8846 9707 or 

rosemary@rosemarypettit.plus.com.   

Richard Jackson 

‘THE CHANGE WE NEED’ 

The Hammersmith Society is, of course, non-political, but there were certain promises in the Labour 

Manifesto for the Council elections last May that could herald a more open and beneficial government 

for LBHF. One interesting proposal is for consultative Ward Panels of residents, local associations, 

small business groups, social enterprises, youth organisations and local councillors. These Panels 

would have ‘devolved powers, budgets and resources’.   

New Policy and Accountability Committees are in action to open up Council- and policy-making 

decisions to public scrutiny, and to hold the Administration to account. Minutes of meetings with 

developers will be published. Also of value is the right to speak at Planning and Development Control 

Meetings. Residents from the Fitzsgeorge and Fitzjames Avenues, W14 have already spoken. The 

Hammersmith Society expects to do the same for the new Quaker Meeting House (see below) at the 

planning meeting on 8 October.  

RIVERVIEW HOUSE, BEAVOR LANE, W6 

Following a second presentation by PRC Group, the amended scheme situated immediately behind 

the BP petrol station on the inbound A4, proposes student accommodation.  Despite reservations 

about height, massing and the building’s proximity to the petrol station, it generally found favour with 

the Committee and with Hammersmith Mall Residents Association.  

The revised scheme took into account many of our recommendations and is a significant improvement 

over the previous one, providing for a large communal kitchen, gym, quiet room and recreation room, 

helping to build a sense of collegiate life. Its courtyard garden open to the south, and top sixth floor 

terrace, will give much needed open space to students.  

Our recommendation to step the building back and insert a landscaping strip between it and the petrol 

station has not been adopted, despite the building being cheek by jowl with the A4.  
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The Dorsett Shepherds Bush. 

THE DORSETT HOTEL, SHEPHERD’S BUSH GREEN, W12 

The Shepherd’s Bush Pavilion has undergone a roller-coaster ride since it was designed in 1923 by 

Frank Verity. Originally an architecturally-acclaimed 3000-seat cinema with lavish interiors, it was 

severely damaged by a flying bomb in the Second World War; most of the original features were 

destroyed. 

Reopened after modest rebuilding as a Gaumont cinema with Mecca Bingo Hall below, it went into 

decline in the 1960s, the cinema closing first, then the Bingo Hall in 2006. By then English Heritage 

had given it a Grade II listing, and soon after added it to the ‘Buildings at Risk’ register. 

Planning approval was granted to convert The Pavilion into a 242-room hotel, but a revised 

application for 322 smaller bedrooms met with fierce opposition, although this was eventually passed. 

The concern at that time was that the hotel would become a budget hostelry. 

The entire building behind the listed facade was demolished, and the curved roof replaced by a 

rounded glass one. Overall the development is sympathetic. The four-star hotel is part of the Dorsett 

group which operates sixteen hotels in the Far East, mostly in China and Hong Kong. 

THE HAMMERSMITH FLYUNDER 

There is not much to report at the moment. Little has happened since the publication of the Council’s 

Feasibility Study in March, before the local elections. The plan had been to pick it up again in July.  

Obviously, the new Administration has much on its plate. We understand that the Council is 

committed to supporting the project, and an initial meeting has been held with TfL officers who are, 

so we are led to believe, encouraging. TfL has become so enthused by the concept of the 

Hammersmith model that it is thinking of a whole network of tunnels around London. 
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THE APPEAL DECISION – 271-281 KING STREET, W6 

Following the three-day public inquiry in July, the Inspector issued her report as promised in early 

August. To the shock of almost everyone, she found in favour of the appellants, Linden Homes, on all 

points. In addition to Council representation, The Hammersmith Society represented by Tom Ryland, 

and local residents by Cllr Lucy Ivimy, were Rule 6 parties giving evidence. Lifschutz, Davidson, 

Sandilands are the architects. 271-281 King St faces onto Ravenscourt Park. 

The Council’s case revolved around two principal issues: excessive density and lack of affordable 

homes. Tom Ryland and Cllr Ivimy also raised issues relating to height, scale, design, lack of privacy, 

cramped housing, lack of amenity space (and consequent increased use of Ravenscourt Park), footpath 

safety in Beavor Lane and lack of any parking provision on site or by use of permits. 

The Inspector decided that the site was, as defined by the London Plan, more Central than Urban so 

that the proposed density would not, in her opinion, be excessive. There were extensive arguments 

about valuations, but the Inspector dismissed the Council’s case and decided that it was not viable for 

Linden Homes to provide any affordable housing – despite its offer of seven units before the inquiry.  

The Government’s National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) promoted additional housing but the 

Inspector’s decision seemingly overlooked the fact that it is largely the lack of affordable housing that 

is the problem. The Council may now regret refusing that offer of seven units. 

More worryingly the decision raises wider issues for the planning and development of our borough, 

especially in relation to the new Administration’s plans to encourage more affordable homes and the 

Hammersmith Society’s campaign for better standards. For example, the Council’s policy of good 

private amenity space (36 sq.m. for family units), supported vigorously by this Society for more than 

25 years, was questioned and dismissed at the inquiry. The whole exercise has been demoralizing for 

our generally excellent and professional planning officers who try to maintain standards. 

We have not heard how Linden Homes intend to proceed. To be fair, they have done a better job at 

Ashlar Court and the CarpetRight site at Seven Stars. If their scheme proceeds, let’s hope that the 

units are taken by local people and not bought by overseas investors. 

Read the Appeal Decision:  http://www.pcs.planningportal.gov.uk/pcsportal/CaseSearchResults.asp. 

(The case ref.no. is APP/H5390/A/13/2209347.)  

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS AND QUEEN’S WHARF, W6 

The Riverside Studios are now closed for demolition from October 2014 before Mount Anvil/A2 

Dominion begin work on new Studios to extend over parts of the basement, ground, 1st and 2nd  

floors and the adjoining Queen’s Wharf. The new Riverside will include three studios, a cinema and 

screening room, a community and rehearsal area, and enhanced public entertainment space. The 

remainder of the development will be housing. The riverside walkway in front of the new Studios is a 

very welcome addition to the public realm. The building will look heavy next to the elegant 

Hammersmith Bridge and present an over-bulky outlook, but the scheme ensures the future of 

Riverside Studios. Completion is due in 2017.  

Meanwhile, Artistic Director, William Burdett-Coutts, and a core staff are working to raise up to £22 

million for the fitting out of the Studios. www.riversidestudios.co.uk/. 

http://www.pcs.planningportal.gov.uk/pcsportal/CaseSearchResults.asp
http://www.riversidestudios.co.uk/
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NEW QUAKER MEETING HOUSE IN BRADMORE PARK ROAD, W6 

 

Satellite Architects’ visual of the Friends’ Meeting House.  

The Society of Friends is applying to build a new Meeting House in Bradmore Park Road on the site 

of a former children’s centre. The Friends have been in Hammersmith since the 18th century, their 

earlier meeting house in what is now Furnivall Gardens being bombed in World War Two. They will 

be moving from their current site next to the A4 as part of the Town Hall site re-development. 

The new Meeting House design is original but also traditional in form and in materials, and will be 

built to sustainable low-energy PassivHaus standards. We had a few reservations about the frontage, 

which seemed unwelcoming, but the Friends have been quick to address this. The car-parking on site 

has been removed, and the brick wall fronting the pavement will now sport a large grilled window 

with views to the garden behind. The Friends will be applying for new road parking spaces. 

Ref: 2014/01207/FUL: 30-32 Bradmore Park Road, W6 0DT 

THE TRIANGLE, BEADON ROAD, W6 

Developer Romulus Construction and architects Allies and Morrison put forward revised proposals 

for this scheme in late July 2014. The proposals are not substantially changed from the pre-application 

presentation of December 2013, and it remains an over-developed, mean and cramped scheme with 

little amenity space. The Hammersmith Society strongly opposes the current proposal. 

The proposed hotel facing Glenthorne Road has been replaced by housing, and Romulus has acquired 

the row of single-storey shops facing Lyric Square. The Hammersmith Society put forward the 

suggestion that this additional site be open public realm. Romulus also intends to demolish a Building 

of Merit. Although the proposed pavement on Hammersmith Grove has been widened, the building 

line will be considerably forward of the frontage of its neighbour, Grove House, to the north. 
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ARCHIVES AND LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION 

The local history collection has successfully moved to its new premises in Hammersmith Library in 

Shepherd’s Bush Road and is open to the public every day.  

However, the valuable Hammersmith and Fulham Archives have not been so fortunate. Planned 

works on the necessary secure storage in the basement at the Library have stalled because of funding 

and engineering difficulties. No firm date, therefore, has been fixed for transfer of the borough 

Archives from the purpose-built Lilla Huset building in Talgarth Road (currently housing the 

Archives) to Hammersmith Library.  

Requests for archive material must be made in advance to the archivist, who then needs to retrieve 

items from the Lilla Huset strong-room and supervise transfer to the Library – an inefficient and time-

consuming process. New Archives premises at Hammersmith Library need to be complete by June 

2016 when the lease on the Lilla Huset expires.  

This is a sorry saga arising from the decision in 2013 to add the Archives to the Library refurbishment 

works without fully exploring, and then fulfilling, the practicalities and costs. 

 

HS2, OLD OAK COMMON AND THE NEW QPR STADIUM, NW10 

We have reported previously on the potentially massive ‘mini-Manhattan’ development which is 

being discussed for this area – up to 24,000 homes and 55,000 jobs. To date this has been driven by 

the convergence of Crossrail (including the main lines out of Paddington) and HS2 on railway sidings 

north of Wormwood Scrubs and south of the Grand Union Canal. 

There is also the potential of land lying to the north of the canal. Almost regardless of whether HS2 

proceeds or not, there is now a new driver. This is the re-location of Queen’s Park Rangers football 

stadium. With their league promotion, they are keen to develop a new 40,000-seater stadium as the 

centrepiece, arguing that such stadiums have been shown to support large regeneration schemes. 

QPR has appointed Farrell Architect Planners to prepare a Masterplan in conjunction with the various 

interested bodies, including Network Rail, the GLA, Mayor of London, TfL and the local boroughs. 

Ninety per cent of the site lies in Hammersmith and Fulham; small adjacent areas are in Ealing and 

Brent. The Masterplan should be published next spring. 

There are several larger issues at stake:  

The first is the future of Wormwood Scrubs. Option C – in the Farrell plans - appears to be gaining 

support as it is the second cheapest and provides better access for the proposed 'New Queens Park' 

area of housing/offices/stadium. It has two new Overground stations - including one at Hythe Road - 

and avoids the viaduct loop across the top of the Scrubs. 

The second is a plan by the Mayor to create a Mayoral Development Corporation, which would give 

him, rather than the boroughs, control of all major planning issues in the area. We support 

Hammersmith and Fulham Council’s objection to this overlordship. For more information see the 

websites of the various organisations noted above.  
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BECHTEL HOUSE, 245 HAMMERSMITH ROAD, W6 

 

Legal & General’s visual of 245 Hammersmith Road, W6 (showing the public square but not the 

proposed pocket park behind)  

Forming the corner of Hammersmith Road and Hammersmith Broadway is a block of unexceptional 

curtain-wall office buildings which form a significant part of Hammersmith commercial centre, so far 

thankfully spared the dosing of planning steroids which has led to the outbreak of giant buildings all 

over London. In this block is Bechtel House, a monotonous brown building facing Hammersmith 

Road, bought by Legal and General in 2012 (for £43million); demolition and redevelopment 

proposals for Bechtel House are described in a current planning application prepared by architects 

Shepherd Robson. 

This is a good scheme, with an excellent analysis and description in the four-volume Design and 

Access Statement. The deep-plan existing block is to be replaced by two parallel shallow-plan blocks, 

separated by a circulation core. 

The ten-storey height of the street frontage remains unchanged whilst the inner block rises a further 

two storeys The welcome margin of mature trees and planting which already exists along the 

Hammersmith Road frontage is extended into a new public square located at the east end of the site: 

the square heralds the main entrance to the building, and opens up views and public access via stairs 

and a funicular to a substantial new pocket park proposed behind the buildings, transforming the 

existing desolate podium fronting Novotel. 

Ref: 2014/04242/FUL: 245 Hammersmith Road, W6 8PW 
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FORMER M&S SITE IN WHITE CITY – Pre-application proposal 

North of the Westfield shopping centre and the viaduct of the Hammersmith & City line, this site has 

been bought by developer St James which plans to build 1460 homes. The proportion of affordable 

homes is under discussion with the Council. Patel Taylor is the architect and landscaper designer. 

The scheme will be tall, rising from ten to 28 storeys. Once the White City Opportunity Area is 

redeveloped the skyline will include blocks of 35 and 32 storeys on the neighbouring Imperial College 

site to north, 27 and 28 storeys on this site, and 20 on the adjacent Westfield residential development 

to the south – an extraordinary change to the west London skyline. 

The promised ‘White City Green’ of 1.6ha may be divided into two separate open spaces, one of 

which may have formal gardens. It is possible that the Mayor of London’s push for more housing may 

lead to more units on the site, leading to even higher and denser development. 

IMPERIAL WEST  

The Hammersmith Society and local residents’ associations previously opposed Imperial West’s 

development design, including the controversial 34-storey tower, for the Woodlands site to the north 

of Westway. The scheme was granted permission. PLP Architecture, the architect, is represented on 

the Council’s Design Review Panel; in our view the Woodlands architecture is utilitarian at best.  

If the area were to receive a new station at Western Circus, i.e beneath the Westway roundabout, this 

would fill the gap in the West London Line between Hythe Road and Shepherds Bush and improve 

public transport accessibility to the White City East developments. 

In August, the first contract was awarded by Imperial for its £150 million Research and Translation 

Hub on the Woodlands site.  Following the announcement in late May of a gift of £40 million from 

the Michael Uren Foundation for a Biomedical Engineering Centre, Imperial College’s White City 

campus looks set to become a significant centre of medical research and excellence. 
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SATELLITE DISHES – ENVIRONMENTAL BLIGHT  

 

Satellite dishes on Arts & Crafts houses, Erconwald Street, East Acton, W12 

The number of new satellite dishes placed on the street elevations of houses in the borough’s  

extensive Conservation Areas – without planning permission - is of ongoing concern to The 

Hammersmith Society. You can make a difference here. Report satellite dishes to the Council which, 

although reactive rather than proactive, is responsive.  

In those areas without strong residents’ associations or engaged residents, the results can be 

environmentally disastrous. In Blythe Road W14, for example, there are 31 satellite dishes on the 

street frontages adjacent to some 200 metres of pavement. Satellite dishes that can be proved to be 

more than four years old become lawful and the Council has no course of redress. 

To report satellite dishes (a picture is helpful but not essential) please contact James Cook, Council 

enforcement officer, at james.cook2@lbhf.gov.uk. 

1 AND 2 ROWLEY COTTAGES, off ADDISON BRIDGE PLACE, W14 

The Society welcomes the refurbishment and reconfiguration of 6 Avonmore Road and Leigh Court 

in Olympia and Avonmore Conservation Area, but is concerned about the proposal to demolish the 

late Victorian mews cottages and build five small townhouses. The cottages are on the Council’s 

Buildings of Merit Local List. KCA Architects designed the proposed scheme. 

The developer, Topcliff Avonmore Road, has argued that the cottages should be removed from the 

Local List due to loss of original features. The Society’s view is that these charming buildings of 

character can be restored. Buildings so listed should not be lightly discarded. 

Ref. 2014/03920/FUL: 6 Avonmore Road, Leigh Court, 1 And 2 Rowley Cottages London W14 8RL. 
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ADELAIDE WORKS, 1A ADELAIDE GROVE, W12 

This proposal to demolish a very rare, mid-19
 
th century brick kiln on the Council’s Buildings of 

Merit Local List is opposed by residents on grounds of loss of an historic asset and visual amenity. 

The kiln is one of the oldest surviving buildings north of the Uxbridge Road and its distinctive square 

chimney (constructed in brown brick with a decorative black band at the base) has survived, and can 

be seen from Adelaide Grove and Willow Vale.  

After demolition it is proposed to build eight flats on the site. 

Adelaide Works is currently a stonemason’s workshop, and one of a cluster of three historic buildings 

which includes the Grade II listed Queen Adelaide Public House, and 3 Adelaide Grove, another 

property on the Buildings of Merit list. 

Adelaide Works represents Hammersmith’s built heritage from the days of local brickfields supplying 

clay to construct Victorian housing stock. The building is neither vacant, derelict, nor in unsound 

structural condition, and a viable alternative use should be found for it.  

Ref: 2014/03728/FUL: 1A Adelaide Grove, W12 0JU 

17 RYLETT CRESCENT, W12 

A planning application has been made for an interesting retro-fit of a family house in Rylett Crescent 

to PassivHaus standards. The house will have external insulation, triple-glazed windows, solar 

thermal panels and solar photovoltaic panels. The front elevation to the property, with triple-glazed 

heritage sash windows, is largely unchanged. The owners will benefit in perpetuity from very low 

energy bills. A property in Batoum Gardens has already been retro-fitted to PassivHaus standards. 

Ref: 2014/03471/FUL: 17 Rylett Crescent, W12 9RP 

VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

The Need to Create a Meaningful Sense of Place and Identity 

‘We are building the physical world for future generations, whether we accept the responsibility or 

not. By default, we plan our cities and towns primarily as a response and reaction to pressures. By 

calling our planners ‘development control officers’, we confess our retreat from the position that it 

might be possible to do anything meaningful.  Instead our poor planners are left to man the barricades 

of mediocrity, charged with preventing the worst from happening. 

‘When did we decide that beautiful towns and cities were a thing of the past? Or do we really believe 

that they can be built without planning them, by allowing the market to deliver them? Why would free 

enterprise insist on a park or a square, on a kindergarten or playground, on a public swimming pool or 

any other non-commercial element in a situation that does not offer the incentive of financial gain?’  

As quoted by Prof. Hans Haenlein from architect David Chipperfield’s letter (Guardian, 21 March 

2014) at the Hammersmith Society AGM, 19 June 2014. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

The Hammersmith Society represents over a thousand households in Hammersmith through  

individual members and membership of our affiliated societies. We are Hammersmith’s only 

borough-wide dedicated amenity society, and are keen to recruit new members, and encourage our 

membership in the active running of the Society. To find out more, please email our Chairman, 

Rosemary Pettit, at rosemary@rosemarypettit.plus.com  

Subscriptions remain at £6 for individuals (£5 concession), £8 for a family or couple, and £15 for  

organisations. Please contact our Treasurer, Julian Hillman, on hillman19@btinternet, or download a 

membership form from www.hammersmithsociety.wordpress.com/ 

HAMMERSMITH SOCIETY COMMITTEE 2014-15 

Prof. Hans Haenlein RIBA – President   Rosemary Pettit – Chairman 

Tom Ryland RIBA – Vice-Chairman   Julian Hillman – Treasurer 

Annabel Clark – Secretary    Angela Clarke MBE 

Dr William Cooper      Richard Jackson Dip.Arch 

Annabelle May      Carlo Nero 

Melanie Whitlock      Richard Winterton RIBA 

 

2014 ENVIRONMENT AWARDS 

As those of you who attended our AGM in June will know, we had a good crop of nominations this 

year. However, the Committee was unanimous in its choice of winners and we were pleased with the 

high standard of schemes in each category. 

The Main Environment Award went to the new housing at Sulgrave Gardens W6, off Shepherd’s 

Bush Road. This is a 30-unit mixed-tenure scheme for Octavia Housing, designed by Cartwright 

Pickard Architects. It is a particularly interesting scheme because the housing has been developed on 

PassivHaus principles which means the units are incredibly energy-efficient.  

Apart from that, it is a very well-considered scheme with quite moderate density. Not everyone loves 

the design nor the external sliding shutters, but they are distinctive. Apparently, the feedback from 

residents is good, especially about their low energy bills! 

The Nancye Goulden Award This award for smaller schemes went to Temple Lodge/The Gate 

Restaurant in Queen Caroline Street W6, designed by Nicolas Pople Architects. Some of you may 

already be familiar with the vegetarian restaurant and former convent behind, now a guest house (with 

charming garden). It was formerly the studio of artist Frank Brangwyn and boasts a blue plaque. The 

whole frontage onto the street has been redesigned and rebuilt, incorporating a chapel and new 

entrance to the rest of the refurbished complex. The Committee applauded the unusual and 

harmonious design of the street frontage. 

mailto:rosemary@rosemarypettit.plus.com
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The Conservation Award was won by The Grotto in Stamford Brook Road. This is a charming and 

quirky flint-fronted house next to the Duchess of Cambridge pub. (There is a companion piece hidden 

in Rylett Road.) This house has been delightfully and lovingly restored, with subtle changes to give it 

a new lease of life, by its owner Victoria Rigby. The attention to detail and use of correct materials is 

excellent and the wild flower planting in the front garden and gravel drive sets the house off perfectly. 

Wooden Spoons were awarded to the huge advertising hoardings on Talgarth Road (now thankfully 

removed), ongoing problems with the ‘design’ of unsatisfactory Council tree pits, and the principle of 

gated housing developments. 

                

The Nancye Goulden Award –      The Main Environment Award -

Temple Lodge/The Gate Restaurant                           Sulgrave Gardens Housing 

        

Conservation Award - The Grotto   …. and a Wooden Spoon – Hoardings in Talgarth Road. W14 
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